MARSHAL   NTEY
Wellington to anticipate an attack through a period of
four days, thus enabling the other corps to consolidate
their retirement.
On March 9th the British Light Division caught him up
at Piombal, where the French had bungled the blowing
up of a bridge, while three days later he turned to fight
at Redinha, The pursuit was vigorously sustained, and
all Key's mastery -was exercised in covering the main
movements. He struck off on another line of retreat,
made a brief rally at Miranda, was driven out, and after
the 3 9th Infantry had lost its Eagle and only the admirable
coolness of his hindmost brigade averted panic, they
arrived at Colerico, within reach of the frontier, on the
23rd.
'Day after day Ney, the indefatigable Ney, offered
battle with the rear-guard, and a stream of fire ran along
the wasted valleys of Portugal/ So wrote Napier. The
wagon-train had to be sacrificed during the retirement,
and it was characteristic of Ney that the first vehicle he
set fire to 'was the one holding his own belongings. He
then passed on to Massena's property, and since the
Commander-in-Chief plundered wherever he went more
brands were needed.
The position of the two Marshals was now somewhat
tolerable, and that being so they immediately renewed
their quarrel. Ney had already angered Massena still
more by giving his mistress the cold shoulder in public,
and also by returning a telescope which had reached him
from the Commander-in-Chief, on the ground that it -was
stolen. He had, of course, hit the right nail on the head,
for Massena had looted the telescope from the University
of Coimbra. But the sense of being found out was irk-
some to the senior Marshal, while his little lady was highly
incensed by the attitude of the clumsy Lorrainer.
The Commander-in-ChiePs policy -was set against the
evacuation of Portugal, while Ney declared there was no
useful purpose in holding on. Next came Massena's
instructions for the 6th Corps to enter Guarda, which
no